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SOAS’s Brunei Gallery is pleased to present this collaborative visual research project by Hanaa Malallah 
with Iraqi artists: Rayah Abd Al-Redah; Betoul Mahdey; Fatima Jawdat and Rozhgar Mustafa. 

 
CO-EXISTENT RUINS seeks to address how it might be possible to re-generate an engagement with four 
identified Mesopotamian ancient heritage sites (Ur, Babylon, Nippur, and Nimrud) by local Iraqi artists in 
post - conflict Iraq. These sites, while still providing security guards and space for international 
archaeological research, have become derelict during the recent traumatic wars and conflict in Iraq.  
 
The project explores the critical question of how contemporary collaborative art projects conducted at these 
key archaeological sites can enable a re-engagement with this ancient heritage and history by re-locating it 
in the present. The works in the exhibition examine whether there is a capacity for artistic research to 
explore a new aesthetic where this ancient Mesopotamia heritage is so important in shaping Iraq’s current 
traumatic identity for the future. 
 
The exhibition includes work by Hanaa Malallah, in collaboration with the following Iraqi artists at the 
specific ancient sites inside Iraq: 
 

1. The Ziggurat at Nufar/Ancient Nippur/Al Qadisiyyah. (Artist: Fatimah Jawdet.)    
2. The Ziggurat at Ancient Ur /Tell al Muqqayar/ Nasiriyah and its surroundings.  
(Artist: Reyah Abd Al-Redah.)  
3.  The Ruins of Ancient Babylon/ Hillah.  
4. Nimrud/ Nineveh (Mosul). (Artist: Rozhgar Mustafa.) 
5. Baghdad Archaeological Museum. (Artist: Betoul Mahdey.) 
6- Invited artist: Michael Rakowitz 

 
BRUNEI GALLERY, SOAS OPEN: Tuesday – Saturday 11.00 – 17.00  
University of London CLOSED: Sunday & Monday - FREE ADMISSION  
Thornaugh Street T. 020 7898 4046 (recorded information) 
Russell Square E. gallery@soas.ac.uk 
London, WC1H 0XG  www.soas.ac.uk/gallery  


